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FACTION,    &c, 


Among  the  strange  fancies  that  are  constantly 
engendering  themselves  in  the  human  mind,  few 
can  be  more  ridiculous  in  conception,  or  more  re- 
mote from  truth,  than  the  notion,  at  present  so 
scandalously  and  so  industriously  propagated,  that 
the  political  frame  of  this  Community  is  rapidly 
approaching  its  dissolution,  and  that  we  are  on 
the  eve  of  that  greatest  of  all  human  calamities — 
a  civil  war.* 

That,  in  the  present  state  of  society,  and  under 
a  government  constituted  as  ours  is,  there  should 
be  occasional  clamour  and  discontent,  is  natural 
enough  ;  and  that,  in  such  times,  crafty  and  active 
demagogues  should  step  forward  to  stimulate  and 


*  See  that  Jacobinical  article  on  "  The  State  of  Parties,"  in  the 
30th  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Review. 
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feed  the  base  and  malignant  passions  of  the  ig- 
norant and  ill-disposed,  is  also  no  deviation  from 
the  expected  course  of  events.  But  that,  on  this 
account,  moderate  and  M^ell-meaning  men  should 
be  prevailed  on  to  entertain  fears  and  doubts 
about  the  energy  and  stability  of  the  laws,  is  not 
so  palpably  apparent.  To  allay  these  fears,  and 
dispel  these  doubts,  with  the  numerous  errors  and 
absurdities  which  they  are  calculated  to  generate, 
it  will,  howes'cr,  only  be  requisite  to  go  into  a  slight 
examination  of  the  question,  which  will,  at  once^ 
expose  the  insidious  views  of  those  who  mislead, 
and  the  deplorable  culibility  of  those  who  are 
misled. 

That  war  is  an  evil  ;  that  taxes  are  burdensome ; 
that  corruptions  are  numerous;  that  governments 
commit  errors ;  are  axioms  as  plain  as  that  two  and 
two  make  four : — and  why  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  or 
Mr.  Cobbctt,  or  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  or 
Mr.  Ro£;er  O'Connor,  or  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  should 
imagine  that  these  truths  would  escape  perception, 
unless  they  gave  them  publicity,  is  an  impertinent 
arrogation  on  their  part,  which  clearly  proves,  ho\r 
abundantly  they  are  provided  with  self-sufficiency, 
and  how  miserably  they  are  defective  in  judge- 
ment. Do  these  renowned  and  redoubted  leaders 
(as  they  would  have  us  think  them)  of  public 
opinion,  these  virtuous  and  immaculate  patriots, 
these  unsuspicious  and  unimpeachable  candidates 
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for  plebeian  applause,  imagine,  that  to  them  alone 
belongs  the  merit  of  having  made  these  dis- 
coveries? Do  they  conceive,  that,  v.  hen  the  tax- 
gatherer  comes  to  my  house,  to  demand  those  con- 
tributions which  are  levied  by  the  State,  for  the 
support  of  the  State^  I  do  not  know,  fully  as 
well  as  they,  that  I  am  paying  money,  which,  if 
circumstances  permitted,  I  would  much  rather 
keep  in  my  pocket  ?  Why  then,  are  they  per- 
petually ringing  in  my  ears  the  statement  of  a 
misfortune,  Mhich  I  acknowledge  to  be  sufficiently 
severe,  but  which  I  am  disposed  to  bear  with 
patience,  from  a  conviction  that  it  could  only  be 
avoided  by  the  substitution  of  a  heavier  calamity  ? 

Whence  look  around  us,  and,  if  possible,  calmly 
survey  the  present  afllicting  state  of  the  world; 
when  we  observe,  how  empires  have  been  con- 
vulsed ;  how  governments  have  been  subverted  ; 
how  laws  and  institutions  have  been  abolished  ; 
when,  above  all,  we  observe,  how  the  iron  hand  of 
military  despotism  is  extending  over  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  and,  by  its  grasp,  annihilating,  not  only 
every  vestige  of  civil  and  political  freedom,  but 
the  hopes,  the  comforts,  tike  consolations,  the  har- 
mony and  virtue  of  social  and  domestic  life  ;  it 
does,  at  first  view,  appear  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  sagacity  to  account  for  those  unnatural 
feelings,  which  can   prompt  a  wish  to  shake  the 
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stability  of  the  only  Constitution,  which  has  had 
the  strength  to  withstand  the  awful  shock  of  this 
revolutionary  hurricane.  AJen  who  entertain 
such  designs,  must  be  actuated  by  no  ordinary 
motives ;  not,  however,  by  motives  which  have 
the  well-being  of  society  at  heart ;  but  which  aim 
at  the  destruction  of  society,  for  the  acquisition  of 
personal  interest,  or  the  gratification  of  criminal 
ambition. — Yet,  when  we  come  to  incjuire  who 
these  indi\iduals  are,  that  are  signalizing  them- 
selves in  this  way,  the  solution  of  the  problem  is 
divested  of  its  intricacy. 

They  are,  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  IMember  of  Par- 
liament, a  self-nominated  patriot,  and  lately  a  pri- 
soner in  the  Tower,  for  a  libel  on  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  liorne  Tooke,  apolitical  parson,  who,  early 
in  life,  deserted  the  meek  and  sacred  duties  of  his 
profession  for  the  tumultuary  pursuits  of  faction  ; 
who,  in  1794,  was  tried  on  an  indictment  for 
treason;  and  who,  in  the  decrepitude  of  age^  perr- 
severes  in  the  sins  of  his  youth. 

Mr.  Gale  Jones,  formerly  an  apothecary,  since  a 
professional  spouter,  and  lately  a  prisoner  in  Newr 
gate,  for  a  libel  on  a  Member  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Roger  O'Connor,  brother  to  the  rebel  and 
traitor  Arthur  O'Connor,  and  who,  having  confes- 
sed  his  guilt,    was,    with   the  §aid    Ai^liur,   trans- 
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ported  to  Fort  George,   in  Scotlanu,  .^   ^he  year 

179S. 

Mr.  Waithman,  a  liveryman  of  London,  a  linen- 
draper,  chief  ranter  in  the  Common-Hall,  and  a 
man  whose  character  has  sustained  the  lash  of  a 
Britisli  Judge. 

Mr.  Wardle,  a  Member  of  Parliament,  a  publicac- 
cuser,  who  affects  to  give  weight  to  the  credibility 
of  witnesses,  as  it  suits  liis  purpose ;  who  enjoys  the 
high  distinction  of  being  the  temporary  idol  of  the 
London  rabble  ;  and  whose  fair  fame  has  been  re- 
cently blurred  by  the  notorious  Mary  Anne  Clarke. 

Mr.  Wood,  Sheriff  of  London,  and  who,  in  his 
private  capacity,  pursues  tlie  laudable,  patriotic, 
and  profitable  profession  of  a  manufacturer  of 
drugs,  for  the  improvement  of  beer. 

And  Mr.  William  Cobbett,  formerly  a  serjeant 
in  the  54th  Regiment  of  Foot,  which  he  quitted 
with  dishonour;  who,  for  the  last  tenor  twelve 
years,  has  been  a  furious  political  writer,  deriving 
an  enormous  income  from  the  simplicity  of  his 
readers;  who  has  been,  with  unexampled  versa- 
tility, all  things  to  all  men;  who  has  flattered  and 
abused,  praised  and  reprobated,  encouraged  and 
delied  all  parties,  as  his  interest  has  happened  to 
guide  his  venal  pen  ;  and  who  has  just  been  sen- 
tenced to  a  two  years'  confinement  in  Newgate, 
fur  a  scandalous  and  seditious  libel  on  the  military 
reputation  of  his  country. 
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Such  are  the  leaders  of  the  faction,  that  is  aim- 
ing to  overset  the  British  Consiitution  :  such  arc 
the   men  wlio  would   persuade  us,    that    in  their 
minds  and  hearts  is  resident  all  that  is  enlightened 
in  intellect,  energetic  in  action,  pure  and  patriotic 
in  motive.     What  is  done  hy  others,  is  degraded 
by  the  basest  corruption,   the  most  sordid  selfish- 
ness, and  the  most  conten)ptible  incapacity  :   M'hat 
they  aim  at,   is  recommended  by  the  most  correct 
and  comprehensive  understanding,   and  sanctified 
by  an  unblemished  integrity  of  heart.     This  is  the 
just,  the  amiable,  the  candid,  the  modest  represen- 
tation M'hich  they  exhihit  of  themselves  :  and,  with 
people  who  read  what  is  given  to  tl.em,  and  who 
believe  what  they  read ;   who  take  an  assertion  on 
credit,  rather  than  encounter  the  trouble  of  inves- 
tigation ;   or  who  are  base  enough  to  he  gratified 
with   every  accusation  that  is  levelled  at  the  dig- 
nity of  our  nature,   it  is  a  representation  which 
may  gain  proselytes.    With  the  profligate  and  idle; 
with  those  who  engage  in  combinations  for  com- 
pelling higher  wages  as  the  reward  of  less  work ; 
with  the  friends  of  tumult  and  insurrection  ;    with 
the    lovers    and   promoters  of  mischief,    and   the 
associates  of  house-breakers  and  pick-pockets,   it 
may  also  produce  a  favourable   impression.     But 
are  such  leatlers,  aided  hy  such  confederates,  and 
assembling  and  abetting  such  adherents,  to  be  re- 


and  Despised.  ^ 

garded,  either  with  respect  to  their  iiumher,  or  their 
talents,   or  their  reputation,  as  a  party  formiduhle 
to   the  Mell-heing  of  the  British   Community,  or 
capable    of   conducting    a    successful  conspiracy 
against   the    Britisli    Constitution  ?      Is    it    to    be 
supposed,     that    such    a    miserable    and    hateful 
junto,    can  engage  in  triumpliant  warfare  against 
the   laws,  tl]e    property,    the    virtue,   the  talents, 
the  peaceful  industry,    tiie    social  happiness,   the 
sober  judgment,   the  steady   patriotism,    the    un- 
shaken   loyalty,    of  tliis   great,     and    haj)py,    and 
flourishins:   country  :    of  a    country    which   even 
Buonaparte,   with  all  his  powtT,   and  all  his  zeal, 
and    all  his  wickedness,   has  not  been  able  to  in- 
jure?  Is  then   its  glory  to  he  effaced,   and  its  go- 
vernment to  be  destroyed,   by  t!ic  efforts  of  a  few 
wild  fanatics,  or  traitorous  vagabonds,  or  infuriated 
incendiaries,   who,    whilst   tliey  set   up  tluir  own 
despicable  and  depraved   vices  as  objects  of  idola- 
try, are  striving  to  decry  all  that   is  venerable  or 
respectable,   and    to   abolish  ail   that  is  useful  or 
beneficial  ?  Are  we  hound  to  deliver  uj)  (kh-  faith 
to  a  set  of  obscure  and  wortliless  individuals,   m  ho 
have  the  impudence  to  assure  us,  tiiat  none  have 
ability  or  honesty   but   themselves,  and   ihat    the 
rest   of  mankind  arc   j)ititui   (hivcllers  or  corrupt 
knaves. 

Such,   however,  is  the  description  of  people  who 
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ever  have  been^  and  who  ever  will  be,  the  direc- 
tors of  the  mob,  whose  deluded  imaginations  they 
alone  are  calculated  to  inflame,  and  whose  hungry 
and  gross  appetites  they  alone  are  fitted  to  pam- 
per. They,  of  course,  teach  and  encourage  them 
to  act  according  to  their  own  notions  of  order  and 
right.  If  a  county  meeting  be  convened,  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  public  affairs,  these  dex- 
rrous  jugglers  are  careful  tosecure  a  prior  possession 
of  tlie  room,  and  if  any  one  venture  to  dissent 
from  thepurport  of  tluirdeliberationg,  he  is  hooted 
at,  and  hustled,  and  drowned  in  menaces  and 
groans.  This  is  their  mode  of  investigation  for 
the  attainment  of  truth.  If  again,  the  house  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  be  entered  by  an  authorized 
jnagistratc  for  the  execution  of  the  purposes  of 
justice,  this  is  instantly  construed  into  a  shame- 
ful and  tyrannical  attack  on  personal  freedom,  a 
glaring  and  scandalous  breach  of  the  inviolability 
of  an  Englishman's  castle.  But  when  night  ar- 
rives, these  very  identical  ruffians,  M'ho  are  so  sore 
•^t  an  exertion  of  magisterjal  power,  and  who  are 
iuch  strenuous  gnardiiias  of  civil  liberty,  parade 
t]]c  streets,  drunk  with  licentiousness  and  gin,  and 
ripe  lor  plunder  and  bloodshed,  and  if  I  refuse,  in 
rearly  obedience  to  their  despotic  commands^  to  light 
lip  my  house,  (which  ought  also  to  be  mif  castle)  m 
f tvoiir  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  whom  I  detest  and 
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despise,  these  ready  and  riohteous  dispensers  and 
asserters  of  the  laws  break  my  windows,  and,  if 
they  could  obtain  an  entrance,  would  steal  my 
property,  and  abuse  my  person.  2'///^  is  their  in- 
terpretation  uj  justice.  It  thus  appears,  that,  ac- 
cording to  tJieir  ma.vims,  rchat  is  done  hi/  the  ma^ 
gistrate,  in  obedience  to  law,  is  an  infringement 
of  British  freedom  ;  but  uhat  is  dene  by  the  mob, 
in  defiance  of  lazr,  is  a  justijiable  c.rpression  of 
popular  -iiill,  ichich  ought  ever  to  be  recommended 
and  enforced. — I  need  not  [joint  out  the  tendency' 
of  such  doctrines.  Tliey  are,  I  am  satislicd,  of  a 
character  sufiiciently  inteliii^ibie,  to  open  our  eyes 
to  the  views  of  the  faction  that  recommends 
them. 

In  every  government,  of  whatever  denomina- 
tion, there  must  be  a  tribunal  of  uliimate  apj)cal, 
and  this  tril^unal  must,  ?n  some  measure,  be  dis- 
cretionary in  its  decision,  and  in  its  execution 
despotic.  Jack- Ketch,  who  |)iils  a  criminal  to 
death,  in  obedience  to  the  lau',  is,  at  tli-::  mo- 
ment, as  absohite  as  Buonaparte,  who,  from  cruel- 
ty, or  policy,  or  caprice,  orders  the  intliction  of 
a  similar  punishnicnt.  To  enact  a  law  without 
the  means  of  euft)rcing  obedience,  would  be  b, 
political  absurdity,  a  solecism  in  legislation,  that 
could  only  excite  ridicule  aiul  contempt.  For 
the  same  obvious  reason,  every  court  muNt  posses.s 
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an  inherent  faculty  of  protecting  itself  from  in- 
sult, otherwise  its  proceedings  would  be  exposed 
to  perpetual  interruption,  which  would  not  only 
obliterate  its  dignity^  but  cancel  its  authority  and 
use.  And  when  such  an  interposition  of  power 
is  called  for,  it  cannot  be  held  responsible  else- 
where for  the  act, — more  particularly,  it  cannot 
be  subject  to  the  examination  of  inferior  courts. 
Tliis  is  quite  clear.  Yet,  in  the  question,  re- 
specting the  right  of  commitment  by  the  House 
of  Commons;  a  right,  which  it  has,  from  time 
immemorial,  possessed;  which  it  has,  on  various 
occasions,  asserted;  and  in  support  of  M'hich, 
numerous  precedents  have  been  cited,  and  nume- 
rous judicial  opinions  of  the  highest  authority  re- 
corded; it  has  been  contended,  that,  both  in  the 
instance  of  Sir  Francis  Uurdett  and  of  Gale  Jones, 
the  House  of  Commons  has  surpassed  the  limits 
of  its  constitutional  jurisdiction.  Vet,  although 
Sir  Franc-is  Burdett  so  sturdily  resisted  his  own 
commitment,  hu  not  only  countenanccfl,  but  voted 
for,  the  co.r.mitmcnt  of  General  Clavering.  Here 
then  is  an  admissal,  on  his  part,  of  the  power,  in 
tlie  instance  of  prevarication.  His  own  case 
and  tliat  of  Gale  Jones,  though  in  one  point  of 
view  thcv  diflcr,  from  the  circumstance  of  Gale 
Jones  not  being  a  mcml)cr  of  Parliament,  are 
fundamentally  and  essentially  tlic  same.     In  con- 
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gequence  however  of  doubts,  that  were  thrown 
out  on  tlie  subject,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
search  into  precedents,  and  to  report  to  the  House; 
and;,  on  their  report,  tlic  House  has  come  to  a 
decision,  that  it  does  possess,  and  ever  did  pos- 
sess, the  privilege  which  it  has  exercised.  Libels, 
it  appears,  have  always  been  regarded,  not  only 
by  Parliament,  but  by  tlie  courts  of  equity  and 
common  law,  as  contempt,  and,  as  such,  have,  on 
many  occasions,  been  punished.  And  licrc,  in  my 
judgment,  is  au  end  of  the  controversy.  The  fac- 
tion, however,  for  purposes  no  one  can  mistake, 
continues  to  deny  tlie  existence  of  this  right;  and 
in  order  to  give  currency  to  their  assertion,  and 
render  it  a  topic  of  popular  ferment,  they  re- 
present the  act  as  totally  destructive  of  personal 
freedom,  and  bearing  in  its  train,  every  evil,  iliat 
is  caiculaled  to  infuse  horror  and  dismay  into  the 
patriotic  breast.  They  also,  with  perfect  consis- 
tency, maintain,  that  this  momentous  question 
sliould  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  court 
of  law,  and  decided  by  its  veidict.  Now,  there 
does,  in  my  mind,  ap[)eir  on  the  very  face  of  it,  a 
most  prepobttrous  absunlity  in  supposing,  that  tlie 
House  of  Commons,  a  constituent  pait  uf  the  Le- 
gislature itself,  should  be  bound  to  appeal  to  those 
very  courts  which  the  I>egi?»lature  empowers  to  act, 
and  which  it  could,  if  in  its  vv-isdom  it  thought 
iitj  at  any  time,  mociity  or  dissolve.     This  would 
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be  a  com{)lete  inversion  of  the  order  and  nature  cff* 
things.  It  would  be  destroying  all  precedency  of 
rank  ;  it  would  be  placing  the  interior  above  the 
superior;  it  would  be  investing  with  command 
those  who  arc  bound  to  obetlience  ;  it  would  be 
raising  above  the  State,  those  whom  the  State  ap- 
points ;  and  rendering  the  Legislature  itself  the 
slave  of  its  servants.  Surely,  it  is  much  more 
rational  and  dignified,  as  well  as  much  more  just 
and  constitutional,  to  regard  Parliament,  and  par- 
ticularly the  popular  branch  of  it,  as  placed  beyond 
such  controul ;  to  consider  the  law  of  Parliament 
as  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  power  and  will  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  as  the  power  and  will  of 
the  people,  by  whom  it  is  chosen,  and  for  whose 
benefit  and  security  it  assembles.  If  the  limits  of 
its  power  are  to  be  precisely  defined  ;  if  the  lega- 
lity of  its  proceedings  is  to  be  determined  else- 
where;  if  it  cannot  vindicate  its  own  acts  by  its 
own  authority  ;  if  its  rights  and  privileges  are  to 
be  eternally  questioned  ;  if  it  is  to  be  constantly 
exposed  to  degradation  and  insult;  if  it  is  bound 
to  receive  every  address,  petition,  or  remonstrance, 
that  is  presented,  in  whatever  terms  or  phraseo* 
logy  it  may  he  couched  ;  then  is  the  House  of 
C'omnums  impotent  indeed  ;  then  must  it  cease, 
at  least  to  all  good  and  useful  purposes,  to  exist. 
M'liether  the  House  of  Commons  be  weli  or  ill 
^"onstituted,   is  an  extraneous  question.     It  is  the 
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Only  House  of  Commons  we  have,  and  the  only 
legal  organ  of  popular  deliberation.  It  is  the 
only  representation  of  the  people,  with  which  we 
are  acquainted;  and  the  power  and  dignity  it  as- 
serts, are  the  power  and  dignity  of  its  consti- 
tuents. The  outcry,  a  few  years  ago,  was  against  the 
encroachments  and  influence  of  the  Crown,  which 
we  were  assured,  were  threatening  to  overwhelm  the 
other  branches  of  tlie  Constitution.  But,  when 
the  story  became  stale,  and  people  were  persuaded, 
that  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  so  far  from  be- 
ing dangerous,  were  no  more  than  was  necessary 
to  impart  splendour,  rigour,  and  activity  to  the 
government,  the  democratic  jugglers  conceived 
it  politic  to  shift  the  scenes,  to  exhibit  another  set 
of  tricks,  and  to  raise  a  storm  against  the  po- 
pular branch  of  the  legislature.  When  this  has 
also  failed,  they  will,  in  all  probability,  attack 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  then,  begin  with  the 
Crown  again.  Thus,  they  may  go  on,  ringing  the 
changes  through  all  the  varieties  of  our  laws  and 
customs;  but,  I  trust,  with  the  same  impotence 
to  disturb  their  stability,  or  impede  their  opera- 
tion. 

Whatever  the  present  cabal  may  profess,  we 
must  continue  to  judge  them  by  their  acts,  which 
have  a  direct  and  obvious  tendency,  through  the 
channels  of  insult  and  defamation,   to  render  the 
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House  of  Commons  odious  and  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  tiie  people.  All  their  measures,  whe- 
ther in  the  shape  of  speeches  or  paragraphs,  reso- 
lutions or  petitions,  plainly  reveal  these  intentions. 
They  are  well  aware,  that  the  chief  support  and 
energy  of  govtrnment  are  derived  from  the  in- 
fluence and  sanction  of  public  opinion,  and  that,  if 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  can  once  be  calumniated 
with  impunity;  if  once  they  can  be  effectually 
stripped  of  reverential  regard,  and  sunk  in  gene- 
ral estinjation,  the  chief  prop,  the  key-stone  of 
the  arch  is  removed,  and  the  most  difficult  and 
hazardous  inroad  towards  revolution  is  accom- 
plished. But  their  unguarded  violence  and  intem- 
perate zeil  have,  luckil}-,  defeated  their  ends. 
Their  activity  has  produced  a  counter-activity, 
which  they  will  find,  should  it  be  necessary,  will 
easily  put   them  down. 

After  all,  what  is  there  in  the  representation  es- 
sentially to  complain  of?  We  might,  no  doubt, 
without  any  great  exertion  of  fancy,  sketch 
out  a  change  in  the  forms  ;  but,  unless  it 
were  infinitely  worse,  it  must,  in  substance 
and  effect,  continue  nearly  in  its  present  state. 
Unless  some  sweeping  clause  were  introduced, 
which  separated  power  and  influence  from  property, 
by  which  you  would  inflict  an  instantaneous  and 
mortal  wound,   not  only  on  the  vitals  of  the  con- 
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stitution,  liut  on  the  peace,  and  happiness,  and 
prosperity  of  society,  no  arrangement  could  be 
productive  of  any  important  or  beneficial  alteration. 
In  such  a  complicated  and  extensive  system  of  ma- 
chinery, as  the  government  of  a  wealthy  and  power- 
ful country  must  necessarily  be,  it  is  not  inhuman 
wisdom,  to  close  the  door  against  abuses  and  cor- 
ruptions. When,  in  the  smallest  concerns,  no 
vigilance  can  prevent  them,  in  some  degree,  from 
obtaining,  what  raticnal  man  can  hope  for  their 
absence,  from  an  administration  which  is  con- 
trouling  and  regulating  the  concerns  of  a  great 
portion  of  the  globe  ?  It  is  the  height  of  folly  and 
presumption  to  expect  it  :  it  is  the  height  of 
wickedness  and  mischief,  to  hold  out  such  an  ex- 
pectation. Nor  can  these  men,  who  are  raising 
the  outcry,  give  credit  to  their  own  assertions.  If 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  after  nearly  two  months  ofar- 
dentdeliberation, could  not.till  within  an  hour  of  his 
release  from  prison,  muster  up  judgment  to  decide, 
whether  or  not  he  should  exhibit  himself  as  a  chief 
actor  in  a  pantomimical  farce,  togratify  the  stupid 
gaze,  and  earn  the  worthless  applause,  of  a  ragged 
and  senseless  rabble;  if  Mr.  Waithman,  in  mea- 
suring a  yard  of  linen,  or  casting  up  a  retail  ac- 
count, now  and  then  commits  a  mistake  ;  how  is 
it,  in  common  sense  or  common  justice,  to  be  re- 
quired^ that  my  Lord  Wellesley,  or  Mr.  Perceval, 
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who  are  superintending  the  concerns  of  a  mighty 
empire,  should  be  infallible  ? 

The  clamours  which  these  ringleaders  of  the 
mob  are  so  industriously  exciting,  have,  in  fact, 
no  foundation  either  in  reason  or  experience  ;  and, 
though  covering  a  base  and  nefarious  design,  when 
they  come  to  be  analysed^  are  nothing  more  than 
enipty  sounds,  ecjually  unintelligible  to  them- 
selves and  their  adherents.  They  vociferate,  Give 
us  Magna  Cliarta  !  But  is  there  one  in  ten  thou- 
sand of  these  bawling  fools,  that  has  ever  read 
this  famous  instrument,  or  has  the  slightest  know- 
lege  of  the  provisions  which  it  contains?  It  is,  no 
doubt,  a  venerable  record,  and  the  more  to  be 
prized,  because  it  was  tlie  commencement  of  a 
struggle,  that  was  successfully  persevered  in, 
against  the  encroaching  spirit  of  arbitrary  sway. 
But,  would  these  champions  for  Magna  Charta 
wish  to  reduce  us  to  the  state  which  that  celebrated 
convention  secured  ?  Of  the  sixty-three  clauses 
of  w  hicli  it  consists,  twenty-six  are  consumed  ia 
the  regulations  of  feudal  servitude,  with  which 
we,  foitunately,  at  present^  have  not  the  remotest 
concern  :  twenty-eight  more  have  been  repealed, 
or  are  become  obsolete  :  and  the  remaining  nine 
would  go  but  a  short  way  to  satisfy  our  present  en- 
lightened notions  of  liberty.  Justice  was  left  to  bead- 
ministered  by  the  king  in  person,  or  by  judges  whom 
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he  appointed  and  dismissed  at  pleasure.  Only  the 
higher  classes  assisted  in  parliament,  and  these 
were  either  summoned  by  the  king,  or  came,  with- 
out election,  in  right  of  their  station.  The  Habeas 
Corpus  act  had  then  no  existence  ;  and  even  the 
right  of  trial  by  our  peers  was  completely  an  aris- 
tocratical  privilege,  of  which  the  lower  classes  did 
not,  in  the  remotest  degree,  partake.  Thus,  al- 
though Magna  Charta  enlarged  the  consequence  of 
few  powerful  individuals,  and  helped  to  establish 
a  few  landed  tyrants  over  a  pusillanimous  king, 
it  was  no  advocate  for  the  general  liberties  of  man- 
kind. It  overlooked  the  inborn  and  universal  feel- 
ings of  our  nature,  and  totally  disregarded  the  ob- 
vious claims  and  imprescriptible  rights  of  humanity. 
In  these  splendid  times  too,  the  Pope  had  an  ac- 
knowledged dominion  over  our  national  church, 
and  the  government,  both  of  the  king  and  people, 
was  at  length  confided  to  twenty-five  great  barons, 
who  secured  to  themselves  the  right  of  perpetuat- 
ing their  usurpation,  by  lilling  up  vacancies  occa- 
sioned by  resignation  or  death.  This,  truly,  is  a 
precious  era,  to  desire  to  see  revived  !  Were  the 
times  of  our  Henrys,  or  our  Edwards,  of  Eli- 
zabeth or  Cromwell,  of  a  much  better  complexion  ? 
Or  would  these  gentlemen  prefer  the  arbitrary  pre- 
tensions, the  bigoted  interference,  or  the  revolu- 
tionary contests,  which  prevailed  under  the  Stuarts  ? 

s  2 
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To  what  period  then,  would  they  revert,  which 
can  fairly  he  put  in  competition  with  the  present  ? 
The  fact  is^  the  constitution  of  this  country  has 
heen  ^ery  gradually  t"ormed.  It  has  not  hcen  the 
production  of  a  few  minds  at  any  particular  epoch, 
but  has  grown  out  of  the  \.isdoni  and  experience 
of  ages.  It  has  arisen  out  of  the  peculiar  event* 
and  circumstances  of  our  domestic  history,  of 
which  the  sagacity  and  perseverance  of  our  ances- 
tors have  availed  themselves,  and  turned  to  the  best 
advantage.  And,  in  this  way,  has  this  mighty 
structure  been  reared.  Nor  is  it  any  particular 
])art  that  so  much  challenges  our  admiration,  as  the 
perfect  adaptation  of  one  part  to  another,  and  the 
grandeur,  the  harmony,  and  the  utility  of  the 
whole. 

Ifcauses  of  complaint  may  still,  in  the  minds  of 
some  men,  exist,  with  regard  to  the  representation, 
yet  every  one  must  allow,  that  it  is  fully  adequate 
to  the  great  purposes  of  its  institution,  which  are, 
»o  to  balance  the  power  between  the  crown  and  the 
people,  as,  at  the  same  time,  to  protect  and  con- 
troul  both  ;  to  render  the  latter  obedient  to  the 
laws,  and  the  former  just  in  their  administration. 
To  evince,  indeed,  on  what  very  frail  and  unte- 
nable grounds,  these  objections  are,  for  the  most 
part,  urged,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  examine 
a  itw  of  the  leading  arguments  which  have  been 
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advanced  in  tbeir  support.  Mr.  Brand  stated  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  not  long  since,  that  there 
M'ere  400,000  persons,  north  of  Oxford-street, 
who  were  wholly  unrepresented  ;  but  did  lie  attempt 
to  shew,  that  these  400,000  inhabitants  were,  in 
any  one  respect,  worse  off,  than  400,000  inhabi- 
tants on  the  south-side  of  the  street,  or  that  they 
were  in  a  situation,  at  all  more  distressing,  than 
the  inhabitants  of  Ciatton,  Old  Sarum,  or  St. 
J»Iawes  ?  Mr.  Wiiitbread  asserted,  that  Prussia  and 
Spain  have  failtii,  because  they  did  not  reform: 
but,  had  he  investij^atcd  his  subject  more  philoso- 
phically, he  mi^ht  probably  have  discovered,  that 
our  preservation  is  to  be  ascribed  to  t!ie  same  reason. 
What  had  the  laws,  and  govcrmncnt,  and  institu- 
tions of  Prussia  and  Spain,  in  common  with  this 
country  t  If  Prussia  and  Sj)ain  had  reformed  to 
any  good  purpose,  they  could  only  have  acquired 
what  we  already  possess.  Reform  in  Prussia,  might 
therefore  have  been  wise,  but  with  us  it  would  be 
dangerous  and  absurd*.  It  is  also  strongly  objected, 
that  money  frequently  purchases  a  seat  in  parlia- 
ment. And  by  what  regulation  will  you  prevent 
this  consequence  ?  Let  us  refer  to  facts  1  Is  the 
operation  of  money  less  etlicacious  or  less  injuri- 


♦  By  reform y  I  do  not  understand  (nor  do  these  gentlenjcn)  trifling 
changes  and  ameliorations,  but  something  radical  and  fundameutai 
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ous,  where  the  voters  are  numerous,  than  in  close 
boroughs?  x\re  corruption  and  bribery  less  active 
in  Westminste  r,Mid(llesex,  or  Yorkshire,  than 
when  a  candidate  can  make  an  agreement  with 
an  individual  for  a  seat  ?  Besides,  it  is  only  a 
small  proportion  of  seats  that  is  thus  disposed 
of:  and.  when  it  is  considered  bv  whom  thev 
are  chiefly  held,  it  is,  perhaps,  an  advantage  to  the 
state  that  they  shoidd  exist. 

They  aie  generally  fdled  by  two  descriptions  of 
people;  by  men  of  talents,  who  are  seeking  their 
fortunes;  or  by  men  of  wealth,  whose  fortunes  are 
already  secured.  Among  the  former  class,  \\t 
may  frequently  reckon  up  some  of  the  most  en- 
lightened Members  of  the  House.  Lord  Chatham, 
Mr.  Burke,  and  j\Ir.  Windham,  have  represented 
such  places.  And  among  the  latter  are  to  be  found 
men  who  have  risen  to  affluence  by  active  and  libe- 
ral pursuits  in  various  parts  of  the  globe,  and  who 
bring  with  them  a  valuable  mass  of  desultory  in- 
formation. To  this  class  also,  commercial  know- 
ledge is  principally  confined,  which,  in  this  com- 
mercial country,  must  be  highly  necessary,  in  the 
discussions  that  are  continually  arising,  to  point 
out  many  important  interests,  and  to  explain  many 
intricate  questions,  for  which  the  country  gentle- 
men are  not  so  eminently  qualified. 

And  why  should  these  men,  when  placed  there, 
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be  less  honest  tlian  others?  Tlieir  Mealth,  one 
should  think,  would  secure  them  from  corruption, 
their  avocations  be  a  sedative  to  ambition.  It  is 
further  said  (but  witli  more  plausibility  than  truth) 
that  it  is  intolerable,  thiit  populous  and  opulent 
towns,  like  Birmingham  and  Manchester,  should 
return  no  representatives  to  parliament,  while  such 
miserable  places  as  Gatton  and  Old  Sarum  are  in- 
vested with  the  privilege.  liut  iP  Birmingham 
and  Manchester  have  risen  to  such  distinguished 
conserpience  without  the  privilege,  and  Gatton 
and  Old  Sarum  have  dwindled  to  such  total  insig- 
nificance r^iM  the  privik^ey  it  is  surely  a  proof, 
that  the  privilege,  in  the  abstract,  is  ot  no  avail- 
able value*.  If  a  man,  too,  enter  parliament  with 
the  sordid  view  of  getting  back  what  his  seat  has 
cost  him,  he,  who  has  stood  a  contested  election 
for  a  place  where  the  voters  are  numerous,  is  likely 


*  In  delivering  these  opinions,  I  must  beg  K-ave,  not  to  be  under 
stood,  as  expressing  an  overweening  partiality  in  favour  of  rotten  bo- 
roughs. I  thinlc  they  are,  for  some  reasons,  and  on  some  occasions, 
useful.  1  should,  therefore,  be  sorry  to  see  them  abolished.  But, 
ihould  any  alteration  take  place,  I  certainly  should  prefer  their  dimi- 
nution to  tbcir  increase.  Nor  have  I  any  objection  whatever  to  give 
a  representation  to  such  places  as  Birmingham  and  Manchester,  pro- 
vided they  are  desirous  of  having  one.  Yet  even  such  measures  should 
be  deliberately  and  cautiously  adopted,  so  as  not  to  shake  the  frame 
or  foundations  of  the  grand  fabric,  or  to  awaken  a  desire  of  change, — 
»ot  for  its  use^-but  its  novelt)-. 
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to  be  more  corrupt  and  greedy,  in  consequence  of 
the  greater  expence  lie  has  incurred,  than  he  who 
has  bars;ained  tor  a  close  seat.  But  if  he  come  in 
on  liberal  and  patriotic  principles,  when  he  becomes 
a  member  of  the  grand  council  of  the  nation,  though 
certainly  bound  to  attend  to,  and  promote  the 
local  advantages  and  particular  interests,  of  the 
place  which  he  immediately  represents,  yet,  on  tli«e 
grand  scale  of  legislation  or  policy,  he  must  con- 
sider himself  as  an  individual  of  an  aggregate  body, 
acting  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community. 
And  have  not  members  of  parliament  every  mo- 
tive and  interest  before  them,  that  is  calculated  to 
keep  men  to  their  duty  ?  Are  they  not  bounrl  by  the 
laws  which  they  themselves  make  ?  Do  they  not  pay 
the  taxes  which  they  themselves  levy  r  Are  they  not 
also  likely  to  be  under  the  influence  of  higher  feel- 
ings? Have  they  not  a  character  to  support? 
Have  they  not  a  fame  to  acquire  ?  Have  they  not 
a  country  to  serve?  And  that  such  are  the  dispo- 
sitions and  sentiments  of  a  decided  majority  in  par- 
liament, is  proved,  not  only  from  the  flourishing 
state  of  many  unrepresented  towns,  but  from  the 
wisdom  and  integrity  with  which  great  national 
questions  are  uniformly  decided. 

If  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  has  been  extend- 
ed by  the  increasing  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
the  Government,    surely  the  weight   and  conse- 
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quence  of  the  people  have  kept  pace,  by  the  dis- 
semination of  knowledge,  and  the  accumulation  of 
wealth.  As  the  people  acquire  power  hy  opulence, 
Government  must  he  inviL>'orated  by  influence, 
otherwise  how  can  the  ]ul)lic  peace  and  safety  be 
provided  for  ?  If  the  |>c<>|»le  alone  are  to  gain 
strength,  they  must  soon  overthrow  the  higher 
authorities,  and  instead  of  being  the  subjects,  must 
become  the  rulers,  ofthcstate.  If  the  government 
did  not  advance  in  a  corresponding  progression,  ho\y 
could  public  affairs  be  carried  on  ;  or,  w  ithout  a 
conmianding  influence,  liow  could  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  people  be  resisted,  but  by  the  frequent 
interposition  of  the  royal  negative,  a  necessity 
which  no  friend  to  the  Constitution  can  desire  to 
see  resorted  to  ?  Things,  we  must  admit,  are 
much  better  ordered  as  they  are  ;  and,  after  what 
has  happened  to  the  Duke  of  York,  his  Majesty's 
second  son,  very  near  the  throne,  filling,  with 
public  advantage,  one  of  the  highest  offices  in  the 
state,  no  rational  man  can  entertain  a  fear  of  a 
relaxation  of  impartial  rigour  in  the  distribution  of 
justice  towards  those,  even  of  the  loftiest  birth, 
and  most  extensive  patronage. 

Whilst,  however,  1  am  ticsirous  of  preserving 
things,  in  thegrantl  outline,  in  their^re.vew^,  which, 
1  am  convinced,  is  tlieir  best  state,  let  me  not  be 
inisre))resentcd  or  mistaken  in  my  views.     Let  me 
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not  be  regarded  as  an  enemy  to  amendment,  or 
to  sober  and  rational  alteration.  I  have  admitted, 
that  corruptions  and  abuses  prevail.  1  have  also 
said,  tliat,  under  every  government,  they  must  and 
will  prevail,  to  a  certain  degree.  But  this  is  no 
reason  for  indifterencc  as  to  their  existence.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  a  very  powerful  reason  for  vigi- 
lance, for  enquiry,  and,  frequently,  tor  correction. 
There  are  various  evils,  which,  whether  they  have 
been  designedly  introduced,  or  have  inadvertently 
crept  in,  I  should  wish  to  see  remedied.  Hut  be- 
fore we  alter,  let  us  endeavour  to  see  our  way. 
Let  us  not  go  blindly  to  work,  and  run  the  risk  of 
removing,  wiih  the  rubbish,  materials  of  inestima- 
ble value.  What,  at  first  glance,  appears  an  incon- 
venience, on  closer  inspection  may  j)rove  an  ad- 
vantage. Above  all,  let  us  guard  against  violence, 
and  ever  remember,  that  improvements  may  be 
made  in  civil  institutions,  without  disturbing  the 
foundations  and  principles  on  which  they  repose. 
Let  us  not  put  to  hazard,  by  wild  and  extravagant 
experiments,  the  blessings  we  undoubtedly  enjoy. 
It  is  even  desirable,  that  abuses  should  rather 
vanish  gradually  and  imperceptibly,  tlian  that  they 
should  be  bwepi  away  by  tumultuary  wrath.  The 
gentle  hand  of  correction,  guided  by  a  super- 
intending prudence,  is  better  than  the  rod  that 
scourges  to  death.     After  all,    I  am  inclined  t© 
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think,  that  we  shall  be  found  much  nearer  the  per- 
fection of  which  our  nature  is  capable,  than  is 
generally  conceived  :  and  of  this  I  am  confident, 
that  whatever  innovations  are  introduced,  they  will 
yield  results  by  no  means  commensurate  with  the 
expectations  of  speculative  minds. 

Sir  Trancis  Ikirdett,  nevertheless,  assures  us,  that 
all  is  corruption  to  the  very  core  ;  that  the  House 
of  Conmions  has  not  a  leg  to  stand  on  ;  that  mi- 
nisters care  for  nothing  hut  their  own  jjiivate  ad- 
vancement and  emolument ;  and  that  all  public  ser- 
vants are  under  the  dominion  of  abject  and  sordid 
views.  'Ibis  is,  indeed,  adisgustiui^  and  detestable 
picture,  and  were  it  a  faithful  rejMesentation,  our 
destruction  wouM  be  uear  at  h.md.  JJutaman  who 
talks  in  this  way,  must  liave  imbibed  a  despicable 
opinion  of  human  nature;  and  I  cannot  help  adding, 
that  he  is  very  likely  to  have  founded  that  opinion 
on  the  contemjilation  of  the  virtues  of  himself  and 
his  associates.  WhiUt,  however,  we  fmd  this  in- 
discriminate invective  levelled  at  the  integrity  of 
ministers,  it  also  comes  out  by  chance,  that  Air. 
Perceval  declints  to  acce|)t  his  salary  as  (Chancellor 
of  the  Exchecjuer,  and  that  Mr.  Vorke  foregoes 
the  additional  salary  of  2,(K)0/.  as  l"ir>t  Lord  of 
tlie  Admiralty.  Now,  whatever  Sir  Francis  maj 
allege  or  boast  of;  till  1  find  him  making  the  same 
liberal  sacritice   to    the    state,  which,    out   of  his 
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splendid  fortune,  he  might  much  more  easily  spare, 
\j  for  one,  shall  not  give  any  great  credit  to  his  pro- 
fessions of  heing  either  more  honest,  or  more  gene- 
rous, or  more  patriotic,  than  Mr.  Perceval  or  Mr. 
Yorke.  What,  in  fact,  has  this  man  done,  who  has 
the  audacity  to  assume  such  a  lofty  superiority  over 
others  ?  Has  he  been  conspicuous  for  aftbrding  en- 
couragement to  literature  ;  alms  to  charity;  protec- 
tion to  merit,  talents,  or  virtue?  No  !  he  has  figured 
in  a  different  sjihere.  lie  has  consumed  his  income 
in  the  expenccs  of  contested  elections,  and  his 
influence  in  the  promotion  of  tumult  and  disorder. 
He  has  misled  the  idle,  by  holding  out  false  allure- 
ments to  their  hopes:  he  has  excited  the  turbu- 
lent, by  administering  to  their  most  pernicious 
passions. 

Away  then  with  these  brilliant  claims!  which  are 
built  on  a  foundation  of  sand,  and  which  the 
breath  of  truth  can  in  an  instant  dispel.  As  for 
his  popularity,  separated  from  the  favour  of  the 
mob,  which  every  man  can  obtain,  who  will  con- 
descend to  supply  delusions  to  their  ignorance, 
and  gratifications  to  their  vices,  it  amounts  to  no- 
thing. Look  to  his  associates,  or  his  adherents,  or 
his  advocates,  and  whom  shall  we  discover,  distin- 
guished for  rank,  respectable  for  virtue,  or,  with 
one  exception,  eminent  for  talent  ?  No !  they 
consist,    for  the  most  part,  of  needy  and  profli- 
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gate  adventurers,  who,  whilst  they  are  draining 
him  of  his  fortune,  and  seducing  liim  to  his  ruin, 
are  laughing  at  his  credulous  imbecility.  Nor 
am  I  at  all  terrified,  because  I  see,  Death  or  Bur- 
dett  scrawled  over  the  houses  of  the  metropolis  ; 
well  knowing,  that  this  may  be  done,  in  one 
night,  by  a  dozen  mischievous  fellows  ;  and  also 
well  knowing,  that  there  is  not  a  miscreant  among 
them,  who,  provided  he  could  get  the  same  re- 
ward for  liis  labours,  would  not  as  readily  elevate 
tlie  lionourable  Baronet  on  a  gallows,  as  scribble 
his  reputation  on  the  walls,  or  bawl  forth  his  fame, 
in  modern  minstrelsy,  in  the  streets. 

Nor  can  I  believe,  that  tlicre  is  any  thing  like 
real  and  substantial  discontent  in  the  country.  I 
liear  of  it  in  sounds,  but  I  cannot  trace  it  in  acts. 
In  a  country  such  as  this,  it  is  not  possible  that 
it  can  exist  in  any  formidable  degree.  A  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  civilization;  loyalty  and  affec- 
tion towards  the  Monarch  ;  a  ready  obedience  to 
the  laws;  opulence  and  munificence  among  the 
higher  classes;  con»fort  and  cheerfulness  among 
those  of  subordinate  lank  ;  splendid  religious  esta- 
blishments filled  by  an  exemplary  clei^y  ;  seminaries 
for  learning  celebrated  throughout  the  cartii ;  chari- 
table institutions  worthy  of  equal  celebration  ; 
money  below  the  legal  rate  of  interest  ;  commerce 
flourishing  to  an  extent   unknown   to  the  former 
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history  of  the  \yox\(\  ;  manufactures  rapidly  impro- 
ving in  fahric,  ingenuity,  and  taste  ;  immense  ca- 
pitals advantageously  embarked  in  the  structure 
of  docks,  roads,  harbours,  and  canals  ;  these  are 
the  best  and  proudest  proofs  of  national  pro- 
sperity, a  satisfied  population,  and  a  wise  system 
of  government.  These  are  events,  that  fatally 
contradict  the  assertions  of  factious  individuals, 
and  completely  neutralize  the  slanderous  poison  of 
their  idle  declamation. 

AV'hatever  the  disturbers  of  public  tranquillity 
may  assert,  they  cannot  offer  to  our  example,  a 
nation  that  does,  or  ever  did  enjoy,  so  large  a 
share  of  individual  or  collective  happiness  as  our 
own.  or  in  which  knowledge,  and  virtue  were  so 
widely  diffused.  Nor  can  they  even  point  out  a 
period  in  our  own  history,  which  is  to  be  ration- 
ally preferred  to  the  present.  If  the  expenditure  is 
of  enormous  amount,  wt  must  also  reflect  that  the 
amount  is,  in  a  great  degree,  nominal  ;  that 
the  absolute  value  of  money  has  been  materially 
diminished  by  its  abundance ;  and  that,  when 
the  relation  between  the  revenue  and  the  wealth  of 
the  country  is  considered,  at  no  period  have  the 
taxes  been  so  easily  borne,  or  the  exigencies  of 
the  state  so  easily  provided  for.  In  short,  I  am 
sure,  that  the  more  we  investigate,  the  more  we 
ahall  find  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  our  domestic 
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situation  ;  the  more  we  sliall  be  convinced  that 
»)ur  advancement  has  been  progressi\e  in  wealth, 
in  comfort,  in  civilization,  in  tVeedoni,  in  virtue, 
and,  consequently,  in  haj)piness.  Let  me  con- 
clude with  this  cautionary  reflexion  I  If  this  un- 
exampled and  enviable  state  of  prosperity  should 
ever  be  exposed  to  any  rude  and  peiilous  shock; 
if  we  liave  to  apprehend  any  serious  reduction  of 
our  present  enjoyments,  it  is  much  more  likely 
to  be  occasioned  by  an  excess  than  by  an  abridg- 
ment of  liberty  ;  much  less  to  be  <(^readed  from 
the  corruption  and  tyranny  of  our  riders,  than 
from  the  nuidncss  and  wickedness  of  popular  in- 
Kubordiuation. 
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